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pool was made a borough in 1876. In Lancashire1 working
people began to go away on 'trips5—to Blackpool, Windermere,
Llandudno, and elsewhere; in the eighties these were common,
in the seventies they had been rare. There was also a marked
improvement in the behaviour and manners among people of
the manufacturing towns. The streets were safer. At the same
time taxation weighed lightly, especially on the working-class;2
rents and rates were low; building costs were extremely low. A
good four-roomed cottage, which was built in a large Lancashire
town in 1870-1 and stands to-day almost unimpaired, cost only
£90. But houses erected in the same district for the same class
in 1886 were rather larger and better—perhaps 20 per cent. A
similar expansion went on in industry; the cotton mill built in
1886 was larger than that built in 1870, and its new machines
were bigger and more efficient. Work on them was rather harder
and 'speeding-up3 had already begun; but actual earnings were
higher.
A rich country, while it remains at peace and its people are
employed, grows insensibly more rich. The thrift and energy of
the mid-Victorians were bearing their fruit. No costly war taxed
British resources, nor had done since 1856, Unemployment dur-
ing the great depression of the seventies caused more suffering
to individuals than during the post-war period of the twentieth
century, because there was no state unemployment insurance;
but its total mischief was on a far smaller scale. The tide of
material progress flowed up all sorts of creeks and inlets. Here
is one illustration: the National Gallery, founded in 1824, *n"
creased the number of its pictures between 1870 and 1890 by
50 per cent.
1	I am indebted for much in this paragraph to Mr. Joseph Owen, whose recol-
lections of Oldham in the early eighties are precise and vivid.  His also is the
calculation about the National Gallery,
2	Prof, Clapham (op. cit, ii. 463) summarizes the effect of certain estimates made
by Leone Levi in 1884 as showing 'that the average wage-earner with a family,
who had paid out 16 per cent, of his income in taxes in 1842, paid only 7 J per cent,
in 1882'.

